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and had ' cleansed the Augean stables,1 he had raised up many
enemies against him among the Council of Directors in London.
Infamous stories began to be circulated about his conduct
in India. He was accused of every outrageous crime and im-
morality. The public mind was poisoned against him, and
at last the slanders became so malignant and clamorous that
he was called upon to defend his conduct before the Parlia-
mentary Committee, * more/ as he said, ' like a cattle-stealer
than as a Member of the House of Commons/ One of the
chief accusations against him was that he had committed
a crime when he accepted a sum of ^200,000 from Meer
JafBr as a reward for having placed him on the throne.
There is no need here to discuss at length how far Clive was
wrong hi this matter. There can be no doubt that nowadays
a General would have no right to accept any sum of money
from a foreign Prince for services rendered in warfare. There
is now, indeed, an absolute rule against such a practice for all
servants of the Crown. There was a difference, however, in
dive's case. In the first place, he was a servant of the East
India Company, and not appointed directly by the British
Government. Secondly, it was the national custom of Indian
Princes to make rich presents to those who had served them.

Clive made a long and eloquent speech in his own defence.
When he came to this last accusation, he broke out with
indignant words:

' When I recollect entering the Nabob's treasury at Mur-
shidabad, with heaps of gold and silver to the right and left,
and these crowned with jewels, by Heaven! at this moment do
I stand astonished at my own moderation!'

So strong and clear was his defence that, in spite of the
prejudices of those sitting in judgment upon his character
and conduct, they were forced to admit that he had served.
the highest interests of his nation with a genius and, on the
whole, with a high-mindedness that deserved the gratitude
of his countrymen for all time. The House of Commons
therefore acquitted him of any misdoing, and a resolution